SAMPLE OUTLINE
Thesis: Greater federal protections for manatees must be enacted due to the increased threats of human property development, the advent of Red Tide, and increased motorboat usage on Florida’s coast.

I. Introduction

a. Thesis

b. Manatees

i. Sirenia family

ii. Manatee facts

iii. Extinction of Stellar’s Sea Cow

iv. Less than 3,000 West Indian Manatees in the world

v. Depend on federal protection for species survival

c. Threats from humans

i. Diseases like Red Tide caused by pollution

ii. Sales and rentals of speedboats have quadrupled in Fl. since 1980

iii. Destruction of manatee habitat rising from property development

II. Real Estate Booms

a. Real estate statistics 1970-Present

b. Destruction of river ways for boat launches 

c. Development of commercial centers increases traffic and pollution in rivers and oceans

d. Need incentives to slow development and protect manatee habitat

III. New Occurrences of Red Tide

a. Algal bloom in waterways

i. Called Red Tide because the algae turns the water red

b. Caused by plankton

c. Grows because of lack of oxygen in water

d. Has been linked to pollution

e. Leads to 60-70 manatee deaths annually

i. Causes flu-like symptoms in manatees

f. Pollution from boats (oil, gas discharge) may contribute to Red Tide

IV. Increased Boat Traffic

a. Florida as a major resort destination

b. 2 boats for every person living in Florida

i. Over 12 million motorized watercrafts

c. Fed. Has motorcraft speed limits 

i. No Wake Zones

ii. Zones hard to enforce

iii. 100-120 manatees killed annually by motorboat strikes

iv. Almost all manatees can be identified by their scars

d. Enforcement possibilities

i. More support for clubs like Save the Manatee Club

ii. More tax-payer funding to support speed zones

V. Conclusion

a. Restate thesis

b. Other solutions

c. Things to consider for future research

